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We are incredibly GRATEFUL to our partners 
and friends who generously donated to the 
Campus and Canal Bridge. What a beautiful 

addition to the Bridge to Bay Trail!
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For 25 years the John W. & M. Louise Shier 
Family Fund has been helping those most in need

July 17, 2023

The John W. & M. Louise Shier Family Fund has provided sup-
port for families in St. Clair County since 1998. The Community 
Foundation celebrates their lifelong commitment to the service 
of others here in the Thumbcoast as their impact continues 
today through their donor advised fund.

“The Foundation will be a good steward of your gift, invest the 
funds wisely, grow the principal and maximize its use to fulfill 
the intent of your gift,” wrote Franklin Moore, Jr. in a letter to 
John and Louise after opening their fund 25 years ago.

In the last 25 years, 18 different nonprofit organizations have 
received nearly $80,000 from Shier Family donor advised fund. 
Because the Shier Family Fund is endowed, the grants will con-
tinue and will grow over time.

John and Louise started their donor advised fund with a very 
generous $101,000 gift. That first gift has grown to nearly 
$143,000 while also providing $80,000 in grants back into the 
community.

The Shier’s had a strong desire to provide for basic needs, ensuring their family could help those most in need. 
Their grants have gone to organizations like Blue Water Community Food Depot, Blue Water Developmental 
Housing, Mid City Nutrition, People’s Clinic for Better Health, Blue Water Safe Horizons, Salvation Army Port 
Huron, The Arc of St. Clair County, Sanborn Gratiot Memorial Home, the Council on Aging, and Visiting Nurse 
Association & Blue Water Hospice.

These various nonprofits used their grants to provide support services like housing, medications, food, equip-
ment, disaster relief, and financial relief for our local populations who are homeless, special needs, or requiring 
extra support due to illness or aging. As both John and Louise were born less than a decade before the Great 
Depression, they came from a generation that understood a need for support due to hardships beyond a person’s 
control.



John was drafted into the Army after much of his youth saw the struggles of the financial collapse during the 
depression. Seemingly overnight, he was reassigned from the engineering program to combat infantryman in 
Patton’s 3rd Army. He served in the European Theatre in Luxembourg and Prague during the Battle of the Bulge, 
Czechoslovakia until the German surrender in 1945. His bravery earned him a Bronze Star during these cam-
paigns.

When John came back to Michigan to complete his engineering degree, he married the love of his life, Louise 
Binkley. They remained happily married for 65 years. She was by his side during his lengthy career at Acheson 
Colloids Company, where he served as an executive vice president after various other roles in the company from 
1950-1998.

John was very active in local community affairs, helping to organize the first ever Silver Sticks Hockey Tourna-
ment and serving as board member for the YMCA, Mercy Hospital (now Lake Huron Medical Center), and the 
Community Foundation.

“As our board chairman in the 1980s, John transformed the foundation to be able to handle larger gifts and 
increase our ability to support projects, making him one of the most influential names in our area history,” said 
Randy Maiers, President of the Community Foundation.

John was a natural leader who was described as loyal, honest, hardworking, and a true gentleman. He was part of 
the Foundation for 50 years as a board member, donor and advisor, the longest serving member in the Founda-
tion’s history. “He laid the groundwork for where the Foundation is today,” said Maiers.

At home, Louise managed their household and raised 
the couple’s six children: Michael, Nancy, Dianne, 
Susan, Patti, and John Junior. Once while crossing the 
Ontario border in a station wagon with all six children, 
she was asked by the Customs Agent, “Are those all 
your children or is this a picnic?” Recalled well for her 
sense of humor, Louise responded, “They are all mine 
and it ain’t no picnic.”

While their children kept her busy, Louise devoted her 
life to the service of others alongside John. Described 
as a creative, determined, and elegant lady, Louise was 
a positive mentor who led by example. She was
dedicated to helping the developmentally disabled, receiving many awards for her involvement in a wide variety 
of humanitarian programs, organizations, and foundations and one of the founding members of the first group 
home in St. Clair County. A devout Christian, one of her favorite biblical quotes was “whatever you do to the 
least of my brethren you do unto me.”  Her life reflected that commitment, and she is remembered as a woman 
who gave 100% to whatever she was involved in.

John and Louise Shier were fiercely committed to faith, family, and friends. Their strong support of the local 
community was evident in their words, actions, and financial contributions. Their philanthropic efforts improved 
our healthcare, housing, recreation, and education during their lifetimes and now beyond through the John W. & 
M. Louise Shier Family Fund.
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MI New Favorite Snack Competition helps 
Emme’s Plantain Chips succeed



 July 12, 2023

Nurse Emme Ekanem of Wyoming, Michigan, was 
your typical mother of four, looking for a healthy 
snacking alternative for her family.

She looked back on her childhood memories of grow-
ing up in Nigeria, where plantain chips are a common 
– and healthy – snack. She went into the kitchen and 
started peeling plantain.

So, in October of 2020, Ekanem officially launched 
Emme’s Plantain Chips, an all-natural, gluten-free, 
crunchy chip alternative to potato chips.

In September 2022, Ekanem’s healthy snack alternative 
was validated when she was named second-place prize 
winner in the 2022 MI New Favorite Snack Competi-
tion held in Port Huron, Michigan.

The MI New Favorite Snack Competition, now in its 
second year, aims to provide capital to a few micro-
businesses based in Michigan this September, with 
more than $75,000 in cash prizes on the table.
Applications for the 2023 competition are still be-
ing accepted. The deadline for entering was recently 
extended to July 14, 2023. There is a $100 fee per entry. 
The competition will take place in Port Huron on Sep-
tember 9, 2023.

The $15,000 in prize money allowed Ekanem to pur-
chase much-needed production-enhancing equipment.
“Winning $15,000 in the competition enabled me to 
purchase a plantain peeler machine,” she said. Prior to 
making this purchase, Ekanem had been peeling all 
plantain by hand.

To create her tasty treat, Ekanem peels plantain, cooks 
it in olive oil and seasons the chips with various herbs, 
thus producing multiple flavors. For the past three 
years she has sold four popular flavors and she plans 
to enter the 2023 MI New Favorite Snack Competition 
with a brand-new flavor.

“Hopefully, my business will attract additional capital 
to obtain a facility for expansion of my business,” she 
said. “My experience with the 2022 MI New Favorite 
Snack Competition was great. I was so impressed with 
the feedback from the people who sampled my plan-
tain chips. Many people reached out to me after the 
2022 competition. It exposed my business in a positive 
way.”

During its inaugural year, the MI New Favorite Snack 
Competition attracted more than 50 snack makers 
from across both the Upper and Lower Peninsulas of 
Michigan and awarded more than $50,000 in prize 
money to five award winners. The grand prize winner 
also received a distribution agreement with All Star 
Services, a Break Room Services company based in 
Port Huron.

Companies must meet the following requirements to 
be eligible for participation:

–Must be a Michigan Micro-Business (10 employees or 
less)
–Must carry the appropriate licensing and insurance
–Must be headquartered in Michigan
–Must have appropriately packaged product available 
for consumer purchase

The Top 20 Finalists will be announced the week of 
July 31.

All competitors that register for the 2023 competition, 
regardless of whether or not they are a finalist, will be 
invited to participate in the MI New Favorite Snack 
exhibition, giving them access to event attendees who 
can sample and/or purchase packaged goods. Only the 
top 20 finalists are eligible to win prize money and the 
title of “MI New Favorite Snack 2023.”

This year’s event will take place from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
on Saturday, September 9 at the McMorran Plaza in 
the heart of downtown Port Huron. Judging will take 
place from 10 to 11 a.m., and the event will be open to 
the public from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
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192 scholarships awarded totaling 
$478,765 = heartfelt thank you notes 

from future leaders





Community Foundation increases commitment 
to college students

July 19, 2023

The Community Foundation of St. Clair Coun-
ty has been managing endowed scholarships 
since the mid-1980s and is the region’s larg-
est provider of scholarship funds. In recent 
years, however, the Community Foundation 
has moved its focus beyond just helping grad-
uating high school seniors get a good start to 
college, and is more strategically focused on 
long-term college support and success.

“It’s been a complete mind-set change,” said 
Hale Walker, board chair of the Community 
Foundation.  “Starting back in 2017 with our 
Complete Your Degree Program we began to 
adopt a philosophy of focusing more on col-
lege success, and renewable funding.” 

In this current cycle of awards, getting ready 
for the start of the 2023/24 school year, the 
Foundation had 300 applications for 35 differ-
ent endowed scholarship funds – 179 recipi-
ents have been selected so far, and represent 
a mix of graduating high school seniors and 
returning college students.  Of those recipi-
ents, 37% have received scholarships from the 
Community Foundation in the past. 

“College gets more expensive each year for a 
student,” Walker added.  “So, we want to help 
our donors support students throughout their 
college career with funds that are easily re-
newable.”

One such example is first-generation student 
Praewa Montross, who is entering her third 
year at Michigan State University.  The St. 
Clair High School graduate is pursuing double 
majors in English and Human Biology with a 
minor in Spanish.

“The on-going support from the Community 
Foundation is something that gives me com-
fort and reassurance towards pursuing my ed-
ucation, especially when college can be a huge 
financial burden,” Montross said. “The schol-
arships I’ve received have allowed me to take 
part in professional and academic opportuni-
ties that, without the Community Foundation, 
would have been unattainable due to financial 
constraints.”



She is following 
a pre-med track 
as she plans to 
apply to medical 
school after earn-
ing her bachelor’s 
degree.  Over the 
past three years, 
she has received 
$8,500 from the 
St. Clair Founda-
tion Fund,  

Randy Sugars Memorial Fund, and Little 
Brothers, Little Sisters Scholarship Fund.

Montross said this support has led to transfor-
mative opportunities such as her recent semes-
ter studying aboard in Thailand, which she 
chose as a meaningful way to connect with her 
roots as her mother is Thai, that equipped her 
with invaluable skills and lifelong memories.

“When I was in the earlier stages of my ap-
plication, the Foundation showed me an in-
credible amount of kindness as they wanted to 
know if there was anything they could do to 
help financially,” she said.

 “Ultimately because of their help, I was able 
to spend the semester in another country.”

While some of the scholarship recipients have 
taken advantage of short-term opportunities to 
travel, the majority decided to continue their 
studies in Michigan.  A handful chose to pur-
sue a post-secondary education out of state in 
Illinois, Ohio, Kentucky, Pennsylvania, New 
York, Utah and Ontario, CA.       

Another first-generation college student (34% 
of this year’s recipients are, meaning their 
parents have no college degree) who decided 
to stay in Michigan is James DeVolder.

DeVolder will be returning to Kettering Uni-
versity for his senior year, where he studies 
mechanical engineering with a concentration 
in automotive engineering design. He is cur-
rently working his sixth rotation at his co-op 
with Lear Corporation in Southfield, and is 
starting to plan out his senior thesis project 
before he returns to school. 

Since 2020, he has received $18,500 from the 
Howard A. Acheson Memorial Scholarship 
Fund and St. Clair Foundation Fund, as well as
other wraparound 
support from staff.

Going to college 
can be a stressful 
time, and having 
a support network 
such as the Com-
munity Foundation 
gives me an added 
level of confidence 
that everything will
work out,” DeVolder said. “The support from 
the Community Foundation is great to have, 
and has been a huge part of being successful in 
college.”

Before this year is over the Community Foun-
dation expects to commit over $500,000 to-
wards its broad range of scholarship programs, 
which also in recent years has added life needs 
support to students struggling to makes ends 
meet outside of the classroom.  

“The response from our donors to these chang-
es has been wonderful,” Walker added.  “And 
I encourage local residents, businesses and 
families to think about joining the Communi-
ty Foundation in our efforts to reduce student 
debt and focus on long-term success in life.”



A new model for daycare and early childhood education

Our region is celebrating one of our biggest successes 
in quite some time. I’m not talking about the latest 
manufacturing plant, trail, waterfront development, or 
downtown amenity – although we’ve had some great 
successes in those areas lately!   

Our region is celebrating a success that should be a 
model for communities throughout Michigan – it’s 
the opening of the new Blue Water Area Warm World 
Childcare & Education Campus at the former Eddy 
Elementary School in St. Clair, Michigan.

This new childcare and education campus will open up 
109 new slots for young children ranging from 6 weeks 
to pre-school. By comparison, since last fall our entire 
region has only added 63 new slots. It’s by far the most 
number of new childcare slots our region has added at 
one time since Port Huron Schools opened the state-
of-the-art Early Childhood Center in 2018.   

Like most of Michigan and the Country, the lack 
of daycare slots is practically a crisis which is a tre-
mendous burden on parents trying to find affordable 
daycare so they can go to work. Here in this part of 
Michigan, our regional Blue Meets Green Coalition, 
along with this Community Foundation, has identified 
the lack of daycare slots as a top strategic priority.

 June 12, 2023 At the same time, school closings around the state are 
presenting significant challenges to neighborhoods and 
communities. Thus – a perfect opportunity! Convert 
these closed schools into privately run, mixed-use de-
velopments featuring a significant allocation of space 
towards this new Childcare & Education Campus.
But here’s where the learning and best practices needs 
to come into play. Leadership in Lansing, from our 
elected officials, to the Governor’s office, to the MEDC 
and their licensing department, needs to come to St. 
Clair together, meet with Josh Chapman and his team 
from the YMCA, and truly listen to their front-line 
experience and overly lengthy process to open this 
facility.

Our region has rallied around this project and the 
leadership of Josh Chapman and our YMCA. Philan-
thropy has played a major role in this project, and does 
here and throughout Michigan. We have to be at the 
table to help address the shortage of daycare slots. At 
the same time however, the State of Michigan should 
explore ways to fast-track approvals for large and expe-
rienced providers such as a YMCA. We cannot afford 
to go another 6 years before we add another 100+ 
daycare slots. Our economy can’t wait that long.
So here it is, an open invitation; Come to St. Clair – 
bring everyone; ask questions, listen, learn, and then 
adapt to a new world.





Here are a few social media posts that you 
might have missed.....
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The Eastern Michigan Christian Foundation Fund (EMCF) has reached a huge milestone in 
growing their endowment fund to $1million. Eight local faith-based nonprofits have worked 
with hundreds of donors over the past eleven years to build a sustainable source of support for 
their organizations. The endowment is managed by the Community Foundation of St. Clair 
County. 

“The Community Foundation is the kind of partner every nonprofit dreams about,” said Mar-
ty Doorn, founder and executive director of the EMCF.  “We would not be nearly as successful 
without them. Their staff provides a level of expertise that is unmatched. The Foundation has 
been and continues to provide incredible support as we have built the EMCF fund from zero to 
over one million dollars,” he added.

The EMCF Fund was created in 2012 to support specific Christian based organizations in St. 
Clair County as well as other programs, projects and organizations within the local Christian 
community.  Eight organizations currently have their endowment fund under EMCF: Opera-
tion Transformation, SONS, SPERO Pregnancy Care Center, Youth for Christ, Bridge Builders, 
HOPE FM/Thrive Radio, New Life Christian Academy and A Beautiful Me.

Eastern Michigan Christian Foundation 
Fund reaches $1,000,000

May 26, 2023



Each organization invested in their future when the fund began by contributing at least $15,000 
and then working with our generous community to continue to grow their endowments. Since 
that time, EMCF has simultaneously grown the fund to one million dollars while also granting 
nearly $320,000 back to the eight organizations and other faith based nonprofits locally.

“It’s been amazing to watch how an endowment fund works,” said John Romine, EMCF Board 
Member. “The fund started with $100,000 in 2012, it’s grown to 10 times that amount and at the 
same time has granted hundreds of thousands of dollars back to our community. It’s truly the 
gift that keeps on giving and we’re so happy to have each nonprofit and donors invested in our 
future.”

EMCF member organization HopeFM/Thrive Radio has used their endowment fund to do 
community outreach programs for Kids in Distress, host an event for young girls called Bloom 
(supported by the Community Foundation’s Youth Advisory Council), and through the James 
C. Acheson Foundation relationship a nice investment was made for the radio stations move to 
downtown Port Huron.

“Across America faith-based giving has always been a strong part of philanthropy, and we have 
leveraged our collective strength to encourage more faith-based giving here in the Thumb 
Coast,” said Brian Smith, Executive Director of HopeFM/Thrive Radio.

All eight member organizations of EMCF are completely reliant on faith based giving for their 
operations. Each organization has committed to growing their endowment fund under EMCF to 
help offset their annual operating costs and to provide a sustainable source of support for their 
work.  Endowments are generally meant to last forever, and when done well, they provide a com-
fortable and critical financial safety net for nonprofits.

Tyrone Burrell, Executive Director of SONS, said “Our endowment funds also gives 
donors the chance to support their favorite faith-based organizations through gifts of life insur-
ance, appreciated stock, real estate, or other planned estate gifts.”

To learn more about Field of Interest Funds like EMCF at the Community Foundation, click 
here. Field of Interest Funds allow a donor to select a particular area of emphasis, such as educa-
tion, seniors, health, recreation, etc., and then dedicate the available grant dollars from that fund 
to address the most pressing issues within that field of interest. 

https://www.stclairfoundation.org/fund/eastern-michigan-christian-foundation/
https://www.stclairfoundation.org/giving-center/individuals-families/
https://www.stclairfoundation.org/giving-center/individuals-families/
https://www.stclairfoundation.org/giving-center/individuals-families/#fund






We are celebrating the twenty-five year anniversary of 
The Norman and Isabel Cosgrove Memorial Fund. The 
Cosgrove Fund was established to honor the generous 
family man that Norman Cosgrove was and to keep his 
legacy of building a healthy community for the next 
generation alive.

A contribution of just over $23,000 from the trust of 
Norman’s wife, Isabel Cosgrove, was made in 1998 to 
establish the donor advised endowment fund. Norman 
and Isabel’s daughters, Beth and Norma, have been 
active fund advisers since the fund’s inception.
When asked about her late father, Beth Norris recount-
ed an intelligent family man, who was always holding 
out his hands to help others.

The Cosgrove Fund has provided $16,500 in grants 
to support organizations like the Salvation Army, the 
American Red Cross, Port Huron Old Newsboys, and 
has provided life needs support for scholarship

recipients. As the fund nears granting out as much as 
the original gift received, it shows the power of the 
endowment fund as a gift that keeps on giving.

The original $23,000 gift from Isabel’s Trust has grown 
to nearly $37,000 while also providing $16,500 in 
grants over the past 25 years. The Cosgrove Fund has 
weathered three market recessions during that time 
while Beth and Norma remained steadfast in giving 
back to honor their parents and Father’s philanthropic 
legacy specifically.

Norman’s legacy of support for his community and fel-
low community members lives on today through this 
fund, a fitting tribute to a set of hands that knew both 
heavy labor and caring ethics.

Norman Cosgrove was born July 15, 1895. He was a 
professional hockey player in northern Michigan and 
Ontario, along with teaching and boxing, which helped 

Celebrating the 25th anniversary of the 
Norman and Isabel Cosgrove Memorial Fund

June 5, 2023



put him through school. Norman attended Michigan 
College of Mines, known today as Michigan Tech-
nological University, until he enlisted in the Army in 
1917 at the beginning of World War I.

He served with the Corps of Engineers, 32nd Division, 
and was honorably discharged as a master sergeant in 
1919.

In 1920, he married the love of his life, Isabel, who was 
by his side for 56 years. A talented homemaker and 
seamstress, she worked within their home to raise their 
daughters Norma and Beth.

After the war Norman became a metallurgist, which is 
a materials scientist who specializes in metals. He was 
chief metallurgist for the Wills-St. Claire auto company 
in Marysville until the mid-1920’s when he moved to 
Port Huron.

After falling ill from inhaling cyanide fumes, his doc-
tor recommended he get a job outside in the fresh air, 
“perhaps digging ditches.” Through Norman’s many 
contacts in the oil industry from his time with Wills-
St. Clair, he was informed of an immediate opening as 
a distributor with the Sinclair Refining Company.

Norman didn’t 
let the oppor-
tunity pass and 
purchased two 
flat-bed trucks 
mounting a 400 
gallon tank on 
one of them. 
He delivered 
gasoline and 
kerosene oil to 
farmers, stores, 

A family man first, one of his crew members was his 
daughter Beth who drove with him on his supervising 
rounds. After many years helping numerous of his 
managers achieve ownership of their particular service 
station, Norman departed from Sinclair. He would 
then form the Cosgrove Oil Company and would re-
main president until his death in 1976.

In addition to his business ventures, Norman was very 
civically engaged including being the first chairman of 
the Marysville Planning Commission, and a member 
of the Community Foundation’s Board in 1959-1961 
when it was called Port Huron District Foundation.
Norman’s generosity has lived on through the Cos-
grove Fund for the past twenty five years and will 
continue on for another twenty five years and more 
because it’s endowed. The general charitable intent of 
the fund allows Beth and Norma to continue to give 
back how they see fit in memory of their parents and 
to continue building a healthy community for the next 
generation.

The Community Foundation celebrates this exciting 
fund milestone and appreciates the hard work, ded-
ication and community commitment that Norman 
and Isabel had during their lifetimes. It’s an honor and 
privilege to help Beth and Norma give back in their 
parent’s memory. 

and filing stations across the region. Although they 
struggled, he and Isabel worked together to achieve 
success while living in a small bungalow above his 
office. Just as Norman hired his first employee, the 
Great Depression struck, taking every cent he had in 
his savings and checking accounts.

Relief came in the form of a $1,000 loan to help him 
get by until a commission check would come in. 
Norman would go on to pay that loan back within one 
year. His business then grew exponentially over the

years and by the mid-1960’s, Norman was serving 55 
service stations and employed a crew of 17.


