


Supernatural thrills abound during Port 
Huron's Desmond District Demons film 
festival 

Horror, mayhem and supernatural thrills will abound in downtown Port Huron on 
Oct. 14-15 during the Desmond District Demons horror film festival. 

The festival is making a return for its fifth season after being canceled the past two 
years due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

"This year has been exciting because we've had a whole bunch of people, festival 
alumni, people who have submitted in past seasons, resubmit. We really wanted to 
make a big show of it for our big return. There have been a lot of people anxiously 
awaiting the return of the festival," Festival Director Tyler Moldovan said. 

Short films will be screened in 30-minute blocks from 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. Friday at 
Moe's Corner Deli, 902 Military St. The feature-length films "The Alien Report" will 
screen at 5 p.m. Saturday and "Attack of the Flies" will screen at 7 p.m. Saturday at 
Main Street Ensemble, 207 Huron Ave. 

READ MORE

Annual 'Chili and Coats' event to provide 
winter wear, a warm meal to families in need 

Local faith and community organizations will lend residents a helping hand on Nov. 19 
with the annual "Chili and Coats" event at Woodrow Wilson Elementary in Port Huron. 

Residents who attend the event — which will be held from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 834 
Chestnut St. — will receive a free coat for each member of their family, warm outwear such 
as hats, gloves and scarves, and a warm bowl of chili. A band will be playing and local 
clergy members will be there to have conversations with attendees. 

No proof of need is required, but attendees will need to register upon entry at the event, 
said Kim Brown, event organizer and pastor of the Zion Cathedral of Praise church. 

Brown said there will also be a table available with information about services in the 
community, which will help address and fill gaps in residents' needs. 

READ MORE
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Grant funds and downtown revit ization dal raw young talent to
the Thumbcoast

With the completion of Port Huron’s Wrigley Center on the horizon, the new Boardwalk Theater project underway in St.
Clair, and the new public marina slated for Marine City…. downtowns throughout St. Clair County are becoming the
place to be. The revitalization is drawing more young people to the area, whether they’re returning back home or first
time residents.

St. Clair native Megan Schweihofer is one of the young people returning to the area. The Community Foundation’s
Talent Attraction initiative recently granted her employer- accounting firm Austin, Niester, Schweihofer and Finnegan
P.C. – a grant to help bring Megan back home. In support of ongoing efforts to attract new residents to St. Clair
County, Talent Attraction grants are available to individuals, like band teacher Cameron Lee, but also to local small
businesses to help lure new talent.

After graduating from St. Clair High School, Megan headed off to the University of Nebraska on a gymnastics
scholarship. Following in the footsteps of her mother, Laura Schweihofer, she pursued a degree in accounting, which
she completed in the spring of 2020. After graduation, she moved back to Michigan, but not to her hometown. Instead
she settled in the Sterling Heights area where she got an accounting job at a large firm and purchased her first house.

“At first I was excited to move far away and do life on my own,” said Megan. “When I was in college I wanted to move
back to Michigan but not St. Clair County. I wanted to be near young people, have things to do. So I settled in Sterling
Heights because it was close to Detroit and there were plenty of things to do.”

Megan Schweihofer at the office with her
mom Laura and firm partner Linda Finnegan

Aaron Weideman and John Fitzgerald, founders of RenMan Whiskey
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Dog groomer opens her own business with support from
her “village”

When Jennifer Wagar was let go from her job at a factory after 10 years, she was left feeling lost and 
scared and unsure of what the future might hold for her. She never imagined that she would end up 
bathing anxious golden retrievers or trimming frightened cocker spaniels, or that just a few short 
years later, with help from a loan from Michigan Women Forward and some coaching from the 
Small Business Development Center, she would be opening up her very own dog grooming business.

Her path to dog grooming began when, after 
being let go from the factory, she found a 
position at a dog salon answering phones and 
handling office tasks. Soon she began bathing 
and drying dogs and then trimming their nails. 
After a year of baths, blow drying and nails, she 
was tasked with her first grooming assignment. It 
was her first time wielding the clippers and under 
the supervision of her trainer, it took her four 
long hours to finish grooming the dog.

“I kept going and my trainer kept giving me 
difficult, fighting and biting dogs,” Jennifer said. 
“I couldn’t understand then why she would do 
this to me, but I will say it made me a better 
groomer and taught me patience. I can now 
groom a dog in an hour and it still surprises me 
to this day.



'It’s like Trick or Treating for adults': Mi 
New Favorite Snack Competition 
announces winners 
All of Vantage Point smelled of sweet and savory snacks because of the Mi New 
Favorite Snack Competition Saturday. 

The competition was a celebration of both Michigan small businesses and love for 
food. It was put on and sponsored by the Blue Water Chamber of Commerce, the 
Community Foundation of St. Clair County and All-Star Services. 

“The turnout has been great, and the vendors have just been wonderful. I’m really 
looking forward to next year’s competition,” said Thelma Castillo, president of the 
Blue Water Chamber of Commerce. 

According to the organizers, this is the largest snack competition in America. 

All 20 finalists were Michigan-based small businesses. Out of those finalists, Beth 
Welser was the only one from St. Clair County. She is the owner of Dot’s Candy Bar 
in St. Clair and has plans to open her own store in the Wrigley Center. 

Mi New Favorite Snack Competition 
announces finalists 
The 20 finalists for the Mi Favorite Snack Competition have been announced. 

Top 20 finalists names; First place wins $30K 

The first Mi Favorite Snack Competition will take place from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Sept. 17 at Vantage 
Point. The competition was created in partnership with the Blue Water Area Chamber of Commerce, 
the Community Foundation of St. Clair County and All-Star Services. Hale Walker, chairman for the 
Community Foundation of St. Clair County, said everyone involved in the competition is excited. 

“The goal is to have (the competition) grow,” he said. “This is not just for Port Huron and St. Clair 
County, it’s for the whole state of Michigan.” 

The prize for first place is $30,000 and a distribution contract with All-Star Services. The finalists 
were whittled down from 50 applications. All-Star Services chose them based off engagement with 
customers, branding, marketability, taste and company story. 

Beth Welser, owner of Dot’s Candy Bar in St. Clair, is the only competitor from St. Clair County. She 
sells baked good at the Vantage Point Farmers Market. Her featured snack in the competition is a 
peanut butter chocolate bar. 
Welser said she is proud and excited to represent St. Clair County. 

“There’s such a wide array of people from around the state and it’s very exciting to be competing 
with these people,” she said. 

She entered the competition to let more people know about her business. 



May 9, 2022

Everybody's excited': Downtown St. Clair 
abuzz with construction with parking lot 
work, new theater build 
A big part of downtown St. Clair is all torn up. 

Areas of the parking lot around Riverview Plaza are blocked off as a long-awaited 
reconstruction project gets underway. And at one corner, a large hole in the ground shows 
the early signs of the footprint of the $3 million theater slated to take shape later this year. 

But past all the orange cones and construction, local residents and community leaders said 
they’re feeling optimistic. 

Mayor Bill Cedar said there is a sense of anticipation for what it will all mean for the area. 

“Everybody’s excited,” he said. 



New Port Huron Police Department Fund provides opportunities
for community to support and connect with PHPD
 December 16, 2022

The Port Huron Police Department and Community Foundation are excited to share that, thanks to 
a generous gift from the James C. Acheson Foundation, a new Port Huron Police Fund has been 
created to provide the community with an opportunity to support the work of the Port Huron Police 
Department(PHPD).

“We are thankful for the sacrifice and dedication of the Port Huron Police Department to our 
community,” said Donna Niester, James C. Acheson Foundation trustee. “They continue to make 
efforts to invest in Port Huron that benefit our residents and this fund will create a place for the 
community to help support the department and those efforts.”

The Port Huron Police Fund will be used to help the department with special programs, projects and 
initiatives that the community would like to support.

“We are very grateful for the strong support from our community for the work of our Police Officers 
and this gift to start a fund is so meaningful and appreciated,” said Port Huron Police Chief Joe 
Platzer. “It will be one more way that we

READ MORE



PlayABLE Walk and Roll to bring 
disability-friendly play to Port
Huron's  Gratiot  Park this spring
RILEY CONNELL | FRIDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2022

Port Huron has already broken ground on the PlayABLE park project. Several accessible structures will soon be 
added to Gratiot Park, with projected completion in April 2023.

Photo Courtesy of the Port Huron Parks and Recreation Department

Recently, the Port Huron Schools Endowment Fund granted 
$6,898 to enhance the robotics offerings at the elementary and 
middle school levels. This grant, along with grants from the 
Michigan Department of Education, allows us to offer robotics 
programs to students at all levels.

Prior to the recent grants, the district featured a unified high school 
FIRST Robotics team - the Mecanum Knights Team 3667 - along 
with programs at the STEAM Academy at Woodrow Wilson, 
Michigamme and Thomas Edison elementary schools. Last year’s 
MDE grants were contingent on matching funds, which were met. 
This enabled the district to provide additional elementary FIRST 
Lego League Challenge Teams (grades 4-5) and middle school 
FIRST Tech Challenge Teams (grades 6-8) robotics programs, as 
well as updating the resources for the current programs, for the 
22-23 school year.

Roosevelt Head Custodian Mike
McLachlan meets coaches Roosevelt
students participating in the First Lego

League Challenge Team. See more photos
of the team on the Roosevelt Facebook

page.

Port Huron Parks and Rec received support from the Community Foundation of St. 
Clair County, Michigan Health & Rehabilitation Services, the Michigan Department 
of Natural Resources Trust Fund, and the Ralph C. Wilson Jr. Foundation to help 
bring PlayABLE to life. Multiple fundraisers have been held to raise funds for the 
disability-accessible structures and, now that it’s in the works, Winzer is looking 
forward to offering every kid a safe place to play and explore. 













On Friday, our Marysville Community Fund Committee awarded $23,000 to 12 organizations and programs benefiting
residents during the Fall Giveaway at the halftime of the high school football game.

“The purpose of this fund is to support programs, projects and organizations in Marysville, and to provide a collective
way for the people who love this community to give back to it,” said Kathy Hayman, a member of the Marysville
Community Fund Committee. “So to be able to announce these grants at a gathering like the football game is a huge
honor for us. This is a community celebration.”

Established in 2015, the Marysville Community Fund is overseen by six residents who use their community knowledge
to make grants like those awarded during the Fall Giveaway. Out of the 19 organizations that applied, 12 were selected
for grants totaling $1,000, $2,500 or $5,000, the amount of which they were surprised with at the event.

The committee was able to select moe winners for the giveaway thanks to a $2,500 gift into the fund from the DTE

 September 19, 2022

Marysville committee awards $23,000 during Fall Giveaway

READ MORE







Grants to the YMCA for staff completion of 
Child Development Associate credential 





Good afternoon!

My name is Madeline Trombly and over the years I've received a handful of 
scholarships through the Community Foundation. I just wanted to thank the 
foundation for all they've done for me in providing those scholarships and 
wanted to let you know what I've done with them so far.

I just graduated from Oakland University in April with a Bachelor's of Science 
in Bioengineering and a minor in Physics. The Community Foundation 
scholarships I'd received had allowed me to cover the housing costs for my 
first two years at Oakland, as well as cover some costs for my books and 
supplies throughout all four years. I am very appreciative of this aid, as it 
allowed me to graduate without debt.

I am now in the midst of a gap year where I am beginning work in the 
medical field while also
applying to medical schools with the hopes of being able to enroll in one next 
fall. I am hoping to become an orthopedic surgeon, as I've shadowed Dr. 
Murphy in the OR and the office at Orthopedic Associates and believe this is 
what I am meant to do. I would love to return to Port Huron to practice once 
I've finished my schooling and residency.

Again, I just wanted to say thank you and let you know how I've been using 
the scholarships that the Community Foundation has gifted to me over the 
years.

Have a great day!

Madeline 
Trombly



The Oceana County Community Foundation (OCCF) has established the Complete Your Degree 

(CYD) program as a way to redefine and reimagine how scholarship assets are used to support the 

continuing education of young adults.

The CYD is a new program to redefine the relationship between adult learners and scholarship 

assets. OCCF’s goal is to help local adults achieve their degrees and credentials to increase their 

household prosperity while fostering a more vibrant economy and meeting the employment skill 

gap in Oceana County.

In Oceana County, 26% of residents have some college credit and no degree and 15%of 

households live in poverty.

According to a press release, OCCF’s board took an in-depth look at its scholarship program’s 

impact in 2019, including how to support adult learners.

According to the press release, five applicants will be accepted into the initial cohort in 2022. The 

CYD will provide competitive needs-based scholarships, which will cover the full cost of tuition at 

one of its local community colleges.

Child care, transportation, housing and other needs are supported and included in the program. 

A success coach employed by the foundation will walk alongside students to provide extra support 

to ensure CYD students thrive.

The CYD was inspired by CMF member the Community Foundation of St. Clair County’s 

Complete Your Degree program that launched in 2017 and provides financial support for a wide 

range of “life needs” to young adults accepted into the program.

St. Clair County’s CYD program compliments its Come Home Award, a talent retention program 

that pays graduates on the back-end of their college career, after they have completed a degree in 

a STEM-related field, if they agree to move to and work within St. Clair County after graduation.
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COMPLETE YOUR DEGREE

PROGRAM LAUNCHES IN

OCEANA COUNTY

The Oceana County Community Foundation 

has established a new program to help local 

adults achieve their degrees.
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