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Q&A: Jon Holden wants to turn Port

Huron into the “Snack Startup

Capital of the World”

MJ GALBRAITH | FRIDAY, APRIL 22, 2022

On Saturday, Sept. 17, a new event will make its debut on the shores of the St. Clair River,
one that organizers hope will become an annual celebration of Michigan’s entrepreneurial
spirit and the innovative products that fuel it. And, well, snacks. 
 
Who doesn’t love snacks? 
 
When it comes to food and drink festivals, snack foods are sorely underrepresented. We’ve
got chili and BBQ festivals, sure, and craft beer and whiskey events aplenty. But a festival
that turns the spotlight on snack foods and the entrepreneurs that continue to innovate in
the eld? Not so much. The rst-ever MI New Favorite Snack contest changes that. The
inaugural competition and destination event will draw crowds of locals and visitors alike to
Vantage Point in Port Huron, where the purchase of a wristband allows guests to sample
from 20 of Michigan’s top emerging snack-makers in a festival setting. 
 
As for the snack companies themselves, they’ll be vying for a shot at the grand prize: A
$30,000 cash prize and a distribution package from All Star Services, a vending machine
and food and beverage services company headquartered in Port Huron. Runners-up will
receive cash prizes of $15,000 and $5,000 for second and third place, respectively. In
addition to All Star’s involvement, the Blue Water Area Chamber of Commerce is organizing
the logistics of the event, and the $50,000 in cash prizes is being provided by the
Community Foundation of St. Clair County and the James C. Acheson donor advised fund. 
 
[See sidebar or visit “New contest for small and emerging Michigan snack makers offers
$50K in cash prizes and more” on The Keel for details about the contest and rules for
submission.] 
 
Jon Holden is Vice President of Sales and Marketing for All Star Services and will serve as

The MI New Favorite Snack contest comes to Port Huron this September.
David Lewinski

Our Stories
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Community Foundation welcomes back latest Come Home Award

recipient, Josh Prusik

 

  March 21, 2022

Community Foundation welcomes back latest Come Home Award

recipient, Josh Prusik

After years away pursuing his education in Central Michigan, first-
generation college graduate Joshua “Josh” Prusik will soon be
returning to St. Clair County as the most recent recipient of the
Come Home Award.

“Young professionals such as Josh and his fiancée are a great
example of the talent we’re hoping to attract and welcome back
to our region through this initiative,” said Donna Kuhr, chair of the
Talent Attraction Committee and Community Foundation board
member. “We are so excited to see the positive contributions they
are able to make as they reintegrate into the area and establish
roots in our community.”

The Community Foundation introduced the Come Home Award in 2016 as a talent retention program incentivizing
young professionals to live and work in St. Clair County after they have completed their degree. The award provides up
to $15,000 toward student loan repayment and is one of several initiatives the Community Foundation offers to
encourage talent attraction for St. Clair County. 

Prusik grew up in China Township and graduated from Marine City High School in 2014. During his senior year, he dual-
enrolled at St. Clair County Community College (SC4) where he continued to study for a year following graduation.

While at SC4, Prusik was selected as a recipient of the Community
Foundation’s Christian B. and Agness A. Haas Scholarship which helped him
avoid taking on debt early on in his education. Prusik eventually transferred to
Michigan State University (MSU) where he obtained a bachelor’s degree in
environmental studies and sustainability and later went on to Western
Michigan University (WMU) where he graduated with a master’s degree in
public administration.

“My professional interests are really in small town and rural economic
development, or community districts which is one of the reasons why we’re
really excited to come back to the area,” Prusik said. “There are so many local
organizations doing this work, the Community Foundation being one of them,
and it’s exciting to kind of see all of the potential that the Blue Water Area has.
Hopefully, we can be a part of that kind of transition in terms of the local
economy as well.”

Prusik is currently within his 120-day window to find employment and relocate
to St. Clair County per the requirements of the award. He recently accepted a
job under the Michigan Economic Development Corporation (MEDC) and will
be working as the Economic Vitality Specialist with Michigan Main Street. His
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READ THE FULL STORY HERE

March 14, 2022

A model for bringing vacant school buildings back to life
TOM HENDERSON 

Tom Henderson/Crain's Detroit 

Business

Rob Drewek (left) and Pat Vinckier (right)

Jeff Bohm was in the kindergarten class of 1973 at at St. Clair's Eddy Elementary. Now, 49 years

later, Bohm, a St. Clair County commissioner, has spent the last year negotiating the sale of the

vacant school building and getting it back on the city's tax rolls.

He also helped negotiate the sale of another nearby school, Gearing Elementary, to Eddy's new

owners, and hopes it will be a model for bringing five other vacant schools around St. Clair County

— four elementaries and one middle school — back to life.

The key, he said, was getting the city of St. Clair to be extremely flexible on new Boning, which has

allowed a wide range of tenants who are either already in the building or will be soon.
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After two successes, theater impresario plans biggest move yet
TOM HENDERSON    

Infuz Ltd.

A rendering of the new 350-seat theater planned for Marine City.

Kathleen Vertin proved the naysayers wrong in 2013 when they said a 98-seat theater offering live 
professional entertainment in Marine City would fail. She proved them wrong the next year when they said a 
second Marine City theater with 180 seats wouldn't make it.

The Snug and The Riverbank, respectively, both thrived. In 2019, the last year before COVID, the two theaters 
combined sold a total of 20,000 tickets, and over the years, the theaters have hosted more than 65 plays and 
musicals.

Now she's planning to prove the naysayers, if there are any of them still around, wrong again with her third 
and biggest theater yet, this one in St. Clair.

Ground broke in January on a 15,500-square-foot, 350-seat performing arts venue in the city of St. Clair, on a 
plot of land bought for $150,000 at the southwest corner of the Riverview Plaza, across from the historic and 
recently remodeled St. Clair Inn.

The theater, which will be the largest in southeastern Michigan outside of metro Detroit, is expected to open 
for the 2023 season.

County commissioner Jeff Bohm and Marine City Mayor Cheryl Vercammen.

�
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Project fills in a missing piece of downtown Port Huron redevelopment

TOM HENDERSON 

A block of prime real estate on Quay Street in downtown Port Huron, long an eyesore surrounded

by big multimillion-dollar projects, is finally joining the development party.

Despite its status as the first block off Huron Avenue, the city's main street, and having 300 feet of

treasured frontage on the Black River, the block has been in disrepair for years.

The developer is Gene Harrison, who owns Harrison Investment Properties LLC, a Sturgis-based

company that first bought and restored historic properties there. The Port Huron project is a return

home for Harrison, a city native who attended Port Huron Northern High School.

Harrison previously owned and ran an automotive supplier in Sturgis, VCI Inc., which made metal

racks for shipping car parts. After he sold the business in 2015, he founded Harrison Investment

Properties.

In 2017, he bought his first property on the Quay Street block, a former restaurant that had gone

out of business and was foreclosed by the bank. Harrison says he paid $800,000 for the building

and put $600,000 into a total rehab before opening it in 2018 as a franchisee of Wings Etc., a

Goshen, Ind.-based company whose outlets are typically found in suburban strip malls, not urban

centers.

In 2015, he had put a Wings' franchise into a building in downtown Sturgis, and Harrison says it has

been a good fit for both him and Wings.

A view of the river-facing 
side of the Quay Street 
block.
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Fire Up Grill gets �nancing help for new food truck

 

  April 14, 2022

Fire Up Grill gets �nancing help for new food truck

Jalen Hayes Sr. and fiancée Ashley Robertson

Carol Dalrymple

Jalen Hayes Sr. and his growing food business, Fire Up Grill, is the
latest micro-business in the Blue Water Area to get financing
support through a growing collaboration established by the
Community Foundation of St. Clair County.

Originally from Port Huron, the aspiring food entrepreneur
started Fire Up Grill back in the early days of the COVID
pandemic and the business has been growing since then. Just
recently he was approved for a loan from Michigan Women
Forward (MWF) which received an investment from the
Community Foundation to enable such support for micro-
businesses. 

“We provided MWF with a $250,000 investment so that they
could bring their expertise, loans and staffing support to the Blue Water Area,” said Hale Walker, Board Chair of the
Community Foundation. “Our team doesn’t have the internal capacity to work one-on-one with entrepreneurs like
Jalen, but MWF does.”

Jalen plans to use the financing provided by MWF to purchase a second food truck and says he appreciates having
the backing and support of the Community Foundation and MWF.

“This is a phenomenal opportunity that I have,” Hayes said. “Looking back to where I started, I
see my vision and just to see it within a year timeframe of me opening up Fire Up Grill is a true
blessing.”

Earlier this year the Community Foundation celebrated the success of another local micro-
business entrepreneur, Carol Dalrymple, as she purchased the building formerly known as
Studio 1219 from the Community Foundation to support her growing small business.  

“Carol’s continued growth and success was another collaboration with the Community
Foundation and our friends at the Acheson Foundation,” added Walker. “The Acheson
Foundation was the driving force behind the creation of Studio 1219 way back in 2004 and we’re
all proud to see this next chapter in the building’s life under the direction of a private
entrepreneur like Carol.”

Over the last several years the Community Foundation has been fine-tuning its emphasis on the growth and
prosperity of the downtowns throughout the region, and the micro-businesses that are such a key element of
economic development. Back in 2019, the Community Foundation provided a significant loan to Mark and Kim Stevens
from St. Clair, to open up the Anchor Point Bistro at the Riverview Plaza in St. Clair. Their restaurant has now become
one of the major draws for dining in St. Clair. 

The Community Foundation’s growing family of micro-
businesses also includes local food entrepreneurs Daysha
Woodley and Chris Moore, who are both now licensed through
the Thumb Coast Kitchens program based out of the Atrium

Giving Center Grants Scholarships Key Programs
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Leonard Center inspired generations of leaders such as Tony Miller

 

  April 20, 2022

Leonard Center inspired generations of leaders such as Tony Miller

Tony Miller

The Miller Family

Leadership from previous generations investing in our region’s youth, and community resources such as the James R.
Leonard Community Center, have helped to shape local leaders who are taking their experiences to enact change
today as well as impact future generations.

Today, Tony Miller gives back to his community and its youth in the same way that his
role models, his father Carl Miller Sr. and James Jones — affectionately known as Mr.
Jones, did for him.

In addition to sports and his time at the Leonard Center, church, music and family played
a significant role in Tony’s childhood. He grew up in a tight-knit family with his father, his
mother Deborah, and two older brothers Terry and Carl Jr.

“A lot of my friends, some of them who didn’t have fathers, they would come and see us
interacting as a family and want some of that, so that’s what I want to give too,” Tony
said. “I want to give them that family atmosphere so that they begin to feel the love
because that’s what’s going to make them flourish.”

Carl Sr. worked for the City of Port Huron as a purchaser for 35 years and started
Restoration Christian Community Church (RC3) two years before retirement. After he
retired, he began working full-time at the church where he is now the pastor.

“All my friends were coming to our church, going into the choir and most of them, their
parents didn’t go to church,” Tony said. “Some of them did, but they were coming because they saw something that
was loving on the kids and my dad was doing that.”

Now, Tony works as Senior Director at Wayne State University and has a family of his own with his wife Tiffany and their
daughter Evan. In his free time, he serves on the Community Foundation’s Equity & Inclusion Fund Committee and as
the Director of Hope And A Future Blueprint (HAAFB) and Unity for Youth, programs under the Youth and Young Adult
Ministry at RC3 where he is the Young Adult Pastor.

He attributes a large portion of his success to the support he
received from his father as well as Mr. Jones, who worked in several
leadership roles at the Leonard Center between 1982-2002.

“He’s [Mr. Jones] just been that influence, helping us to grow as
people,” Tony said. “He’s always there and now that I’m older to
realize what he was really doing — wow. I knew that he was doing a
lot then, but now that I’m doing it? Oh my goodness … He was
always there, he was always pouring into us and the one to pick
people up.”

Carl Sr. said he is proud to see his son not only recognize that
investment, but turn around to help others and make an impact on
the community that he was raised in.

“Of course I’m proud of Tony,” Carl Sr. said. “I’m proud of him because he’s my son, but when I look at his life now and I
see the impact that his life is having, it makes me reflect on how my wife and myself tried to raise him … I see all the
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Persistence and support lead to long overdue success for �rst-

generation college student

 

  April 27, 2022

Persistence and support lead to long overdue success for �rst-

generation college student

Porfirio Garcia

The path to post-secondary success looks different for everyone. For Community Foundation scholarship recipient
Porfirio Garcia, it is an achievement 16 years in the making.

After graduating from Port Huron Northern in 2006 in the top 20 of his class,
Porfirio headed off to Michigan State as a medical technology major with plans
to become a doctor or something in the medical field.

Like many students, Porfirio struggled and couldn’t quite find his niche. Medical
classes were difficult and didn’t feel right. The first generation student struggled
as he tried to explore other options, changing his major four times but he still
wasn’t sure what he wanted to do.

After two years he decided to drop out of college. He stayed in East Lansing and
worked a variety of jobs in the food service industry before moving back to Port
Huron in 2015. He had a stack of student loans to pay and no degree. He worked
at Target for a few years and tried to climb his way out of student loan debt and
toward a financially stable future, but he could never quite get ahead.

Then in 2019, eleven years after leaving MSU, Porfirio heard about the
Foundation’s Complete Your Degree (CYD) scholarship and decided to take a
chance and apply.

“One can’t simply say ‘Hey, I want to go back to school’,” Porfirio said. “There’s a
lot that goes into it and sadly, money is a big part of it in today’s dream of
obtaining a college education.”

It was the money that had deterred him from going back before then. “The main reason I was hesitant about going
back was the financial aspect,” Porfirio said. Even working full time, he knew tuition and textbooks were going to be a
challenge for his budget. He even considered getting a second job… but he knew that would mean he would have no
time for school and be right back where he was a decade ago.

The thought of going back to school was intimidating for the former Husky. He said “deciding to go back, after all those
years off, was definitely one of the hardest things I ever did.” But he returned to school fall of 2019, enrolling at SC4 with
more maturity and life experiences under his belt, along with financial support from CYD.

“Having the financial support made things easier for me, it took care of things so I didn’t have to work more and that
really enabled me to focus on school… and it’s why I was able to do so well this time,” Porfirio said.

And do well he did.  He finished the year at SC4 on the President’s list with a 3.93 GPA.

It wasn’t just the financial support that contributed to his success.
Porfirio said the personal support he received played a crucial role
as well. Through CYD he was given individual support and
connected to local resources. He was referred to SC4’s TRIO
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Blue Water visitors bureau commits

$200K to help close gaps in the

Bridge to Bay Trail

THURSDAY, APRIL 21, 2022

What’s happening: The Blue Water Area Convention & Visitors Bureau has granted $200,000
to the Bridge to Bay Trail project, the �rst in what the Visitors Bureau promises to be a multi-
year �nancial commitment. 
 
It was 2017 when a coalition of local stakeholders reinvigorated the Bridge to Bay Trail
project, a 54-mile trail that should one day run uninterrupted from Algonac to Lakeport. The
project itself actually began in the 1990s, but would eventually run out of steam before
renewed interest in the trail system saw signi�cant investment once more. Since then, it’s
largely been two groups that have funded most of the work: the Community Foundation of
St. Clair County and the Ralph C. Wilson Jr. Foundation. 
 
Now, in 2022, the Blue Water Area Convention & Visitors Bureau (CVB) has o�cially entered
the chat. 
 
Making an impact: “I can’t overstate how signi�cant this �nancial investment is,” says Sheri
Faust, Chair of the Regional Trails Planning Committee. “Since we began this process back
in 2017 our capacity and management needs have been primarily funded by our
Community Foundation along with the Ralph C. Wilson Jr. Foundation.” 
 
[Read “A conduit to tourism and downtown development: The Bridge to Bay Trail receives
major funding push” on The Keel.] 
 
Tourism dollars: Much has been made about a completed 54-mile coastal trail and its
potential to draw tourists — and their tourism dollars — to the Blue Water Area. So it makes
sense that the Blue Water Area CVB is willing to invest so heavily in such a transformational
project. The money invested will help with the planning, organizing, coordinating, and early-

“I can’t overstate how significant this financial investment is,” says Sheri Faust, Chair of the Regional Trails
Planning Committee.

Community Foundation of St. Clair County

Thumb Land Conservancy News 

2022 April 07 
 
TLC to Receive a Grant from Port Huron-
based Bioregion Reparation Fund 
Southern Lake Huron Coastal Park 
Burtchville Township, Saint Clair County 
 
The TLC has received notice that it was approved for a grant of $4,500 to 
construct an informational kiosk at the Bidwell Sanctuary, part of the Southern 
Lake Huron Coastal Park. The grant will come from the Bioregion Reparation 
Fund via the Community Foundation of Saint Clair County. 
 
Sister Veronica Blake and Sister Concepción González, who are well-known 
members of the Blue Water area environmental community, initiated the 
Bioregion Reparation Fund in 2018 in order to carry on their legacy of 
ecological education, spirituality, and restoration in the bioregion defined by 
Lake Huron, the Saint Clair River and the Black River watersheds. 
 
The fund was created under the auspices of the United States Region of the 
Sisters of Mary Reparatrix, an international religious congregation to which 
Veronica and Concepcion belong. Since its founding in France in 1857, the 
Sisters of Mary Reparatrix have been dedicated to repairing fractured 
relationships among humans and with God. In the second half of the 20th 
century, global environmental crises caused them to also focus on the need 
for humans to repair their relationship to the Earth. 
 
Veronica and Concepción came to Port Huron in 1987. Veronica hails from 
Manhattan, New York City. Concepción was originally from Camaguey, Cuba, 
and had served in Peru and Colombia previously. In 1990, they established 
the Full Circle House of Prayer in Port Huron’s South Park, where they began 
offering spiritual retreats and workshops. Soon after, the sisters started 
SWAMP, Savers of Wetlands and Marshy Places, for youngsters eight to 
twelve years old. Monthly gatherings, field trips and projects helped the 
children mature into adults who care about Earth and its ecosystems. Over 
the years since, they have focused more and more on the integrity of all 
Creation. They acquired a second house in Port Huron, naming it the Full 
Circle EcoHouse, and they have interacted with and supported many other 
local environmental groups. 
 

READ THE FULL STORY HERE
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Farewell to retiring board member, Roy Klecha

 

  February 23, 2022

Farewell to retiring board member, Roy Klecha

After 19 years of service and dedication, Roy Klecha has retired from the board of the
Community Foundation of St. Clair County. Roy joined the Foundation board back in 2003
and served on multiple committees during his tenure.

“He was one of our longest-serving board members,” said Hale Walker, the current Chair of
the Foundation Board. “People like Roy are a rare breed, who remain committed and
dedicated over decades to helping the Community Foundation advance philanthropy in our
region.”

Roy began his career in banking back in 1974 and
says he had the good fortune of working with
Franklin Moore Sr. and Jr. along with other
influential local bankers. He remained in the

banking industry his entire career, eventually retiring from Northstar Bank in
2017. Roy and his wife Deb have seven children in a blended family along
with 19 grandchildren.

“My earliest memory of the Community Foundation was when I was asked to
join its Finance & Investment Committee,” he recalled. “I was awestruck at
the professionalism of that committee.”  

Over the years Roy became a prominent volunteer and leader in our community, well beyond his work with the
Community Foundation. Looking back at his volunteerism, at one time or another Roy has served in leadership roles
for;

St. Clair City Council and DDA

East China Schools

St. John River District Hospital

St. Clair County March of Dimes

Algonac Rotary

Blue Meets Green

St. Mary’s of St. Clair

Roy says that some of his proudest moments were helping with the start-up of the
Algonac/Clay Community Fund and the Supporters of the East China School District
Fund.

“Those funds will carry on for decades to come,” Roy said. 

 “The Roy Klechas of the world are the Community Foundation,” Hale said. “They make our work possible.”

The Community Foundation wishes Roy and Deb the very best in this latest chapter of life and hope they spend lots of
time with their grandkids, along with camping, biking, boating and travel.
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Howard A. Acheson Memorial Fund Scholarship continues legacy of

community investment through education

 

  February 22, 2022

Howard A. Acheson Memorial Fund Scholarship continues legacy

of community investment through education

The scholarship portal is open and students from across the county are gathering transcripts and polishing essays to
apply for awards from the more than 35 Community Foundation scholarship funds. Many of those students are hoping
to be a recipient of one of the oldest and most recognized Foundation scholarships — the Howard A. Acheson Memorial
Fund Scholarship.

The scholarship was established in 1984 by the board of directors of
Acheson Industries, Inc to support individuals pursuing a degree in
chemistry or engineering. The scholarship was in memory of Howard
Acheson, son of inventor and chemical genius Dr. Edward Acheson.
Edward, a protégé of Thomas Edison, founded Acheson Colloids and
held more than 150 patents for engineering and chemical processes
that paved the way for the company’s success. Acheson Colloids would
go on to become Acheson Industries under Howard who served as
president, CEO and chairman of the board. Howard began an Acheson
legacy of community investment as a founding member of the
Community Foundation (then the Port Huron District Foundation) back
in 1944 and served as its first vice president.

In 1998 the scholarship was transferred to the care of the Community
Foundation when the Howard A. Acheson Memorial Fund was created
with an initial gift of $1 million. That year the fund awarded its first
scholarships to 24 deserving students. Since then, almost 400 scholarships have been awarded to 188 individuals
totaling more than $700,000!

These scholarships have supported students pursuing degrees in a variety of fields including mechanical, computer,
chemical, electrical and aerospace engineering as well as biochemistry and physics. Those students have attended
colleges and universities across the state and country from the University of Michigan to Kettering to the University of
Alabama. These recipients have gone on to become doctors, manufacturing engineers, project managers,
pharmacists, and software developers working at companies including Dow, BMW, Boeing, GM, Dole and Xbox.

Among its recipients are Bryan Mosher and his wife Arwen (formerly Thomas). The Moshers both received scholarships
from the Acheson scholarship fund between 1999 and 2002 and attended engineering school at U of M together.

“We got married quite young, between my junior and
senior year,” said Bryan. “Arwen was the oldest of six kids
so her family was limited on the support they could offer
and the scholarship was especially helpful to her. When
we got married I didn’t have a full-time job and the
scholarship helped to make ends meet until I was able to
graduate and start my career.”

Giving Center Grants Scholarships Key Programs

Making Bold Investments in People and Place.  (810) 984-4761 About  Funds  News  Calendar  Give  Advisors  Contact      

Advisor Perspectives: Working with the Community Foundation, Kelly

Law Firm



  May 5, 2022

Advisor Perspectives: Working with the Community Foundation,

Kelly Law Firm

Charles “Chuck” Kelly

Many professional advisors in our community actively engage with the Community Foundation and work together to
make a positive difference in our region. Through our trusted relationships with local firms like Kelly Law Firm, the
Community Foundation provides confidential philanthropic expertise through vast community knowledge, and an
understanding of complex gifts and giving options that fit a client’s needs and wishes.

Don’t just take our word for it. See what professional advisors say about working with our Community Foundation to
help their clients with meaningful and impactful philanthropic giving.

Prominent local estate planning attorney Charles “Chuck” Kelly has a long-standing
history with the Community Foundation. Our longest-serving board member and
former board chair, Kelly originally joined the Community Foundation in 1981 and has
generously given his time to the Community Foundation in several roles over the
years.

“I have seen the phenomenal growth of the Foundation,” he said. “From the Port Huron
District Foundation, limited to serving Port Huron principally through fundraising drives
for brick-and-mortar improvements, to our present county-wide Foundation which,
through its over 300 charitable funds, allows donors to meet their own charitable
goals throughout — and for the benefit of — our entire county.”

Kelly is dedicated to helping people find the best avenue to meet their philanthropic
goals and has helped many clients over the years by collaborating with the
Community Foundation to identify opportunities.

“In so many cases we, my clients and I, worked together with Foundation staff who
presented the many options to help meet the client’s objectives—each time I
invariably learned something I was not aware of,” he said. “At all times the staff was
so kind and patient—and totally professional. They helped me fulfill my clients’ hopes and ultimately helped their
charitable beneficiaries and our entire community.”

Kelly has been an integral part of many local collaborative efforts and developments and knows our community well.
He knows that no matter what you put into your work for the good of the community, you get more out of it yourself.  

As someone who is also service-minded, Kelly Law Firm partner Janal L. Mossett first became involved with the
Community Foundation through the Women’s Initiative. Today, she is a board member and active on several
Foundation committees in addition to serving in several other leadership roles around the community.

“I have learned more about philanthropy from the Community Foundation than any
other source, especially as it relates to seeing how the Foundation helps to forge
partnerships with and between people, charitable organizations, and governmental
entities and, subsequently, witnessing the benefits of a successful partnership,” she
said.

Giving Center Grants Scholarships Key Programs

Many professional advisors in our community actively engage with the 
Community Foundation and work together to make a positive 
difference in our region. Through our trusted relationships with local 
firms like Kelly Law Firm, the Community Foundation provides 
confidential philanthropic expertise through vast community 
knowledge, and an understanding of complex gifts and giving options 
that fit a client’s needs and wishes.

Don’t just take our word for it. See what professional advisors say 
about working with our Community Foundation to help their clients 
with meaningful and impactful philanthropic giving.

READ THE FULL STORY HERE

READ THE FULL STORY HERE
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scholarship
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Cardinal Mooney uses endowed fund to maximize impact of new

scholarship

Albert Schaller

Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School recently received a gift in
memory of Albert Schaller from the Schaller Family, creating the
Albert Schaller Memorial Scholarship to benefit students and
honor Albert’s life work. The school immediately looked to
leverage the impact of the gift through its endowment fund with
the Community Foundation of St. Clair County.

“Albert Schaller was a supporter of Catholic education who was
dedicated to his community and faith as well. We are honored
that his family chose to make a major gift to our school in his
memory so that generations of students to come will have the
option to attend because of the family’s generosity,” said
Cardinal Mooney Principal David Evans.

Donors want to know that their gift makes the most impact possible and Cardinal Mooney ensures that by using the
school’s endowed fund with the Community Foundation, established in 2013. The Schaller family’s donation will be
combined with gifts from like-minded donors which will grow over time while providing funding stability and an
income stream for the school and the Albert Schaller Memorial scholarships. For Cardinal Mooney donors it’s an
opportunity to truly invest in the school for current and future generations of students.

Albert Schaller was born in 1937 and passed away last year, survived by his loving wife of
57 years and their children. He was one of the founders of Schaller Corporation and held
the position of president for 25 years. Albert led a full and fruitful life making an impact on
countless others. He was deeply committed to his family and was devoted to Jesus. His
passion and dedication to the Catholic faith will be memorialized through this scholarship.

“This gift continues Albert’s legacy of generosity and making an impact on the lives of
those around him,” said the Schaller family.

The Albert Schaller Memorial Scholarship will award four scholarships of $1,000 each to one
student per class at Cardinal Mooney Catholic High School. The Schaller scholarship will
follow the students for all four years they are in good standing at the school.

“We hope this scholarship will make Catholic education a choice for families who may not otherwise be able to afford
it,” Evans said.

Share    
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READ THE FULL STORY HERE

https://www.stclairfoundation.org/advisor-perspectives-kelly-law-firm/
https://www.stclairfoundation.org/acheson-scholarship-continues-legacy-of-community-investment/
https://www.stclairfoundation.org/cmc-uses-fund-to-maximize-scholarship/
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East China Educational Foundation gives out 
spring grants 
 

Libby Prill appointed to board of education 
 

 
East China Educational Foundation spring 2022 grant recipients were presented with their awards at 
the Feb. 28 board of education meeting. (Courtesy of East China Schools/Facebook) 
 
East China Educational Foundation Chairman Bradley Robbins, who is also the assistant 
principal and athletic director at St. Clair Middle School, presented the ECEF spring 2022 
grant recipients with their awards at the East China School District Board of Education 
meeting on Feb. 28. 

“Just to give you a brief overview of the foundation, it’s an endowment fund through the 
Community Foundation of St. Clair County,” Robbins said. “With the spring 2022 awards, 
over $192,000 had been given out in grants through the foundation.” 

The 11th annual Chili-Heart 5K run and 2-mile walk, hosted by the ECEF, recently took 
place on Feb. 12 to raise funds for the foundation. 

“People who braved it, we thank very much for being there and giving us the opportunity to 
do that here tonight, which is give 17 grants ranging from $336 to $750 covering seven 
different school buildings in our district,” Robbins said. 

He then went through the grant recipients and what their grants will go toward. 

Melissa Raymo from Gearing Elementary School and Stefanie Minano from Palms 
Elementary will be purchasing decodable readers for their students to be able to decode 
and blend unfamiliar words as they are reading. 
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Continuing community to make impact during retirement —

Kathy Swantek

When you see Kathy Swantek at Rotary, a community event, or even Sanborn Gratiot
Memorial Home, you would never guess that her nonprofit involvement and passion to care
for so many in our community has spanned over four decades professionally as Executive
Director at Blue Water Developmental Housing.

Now as Kathy starts her retirement journey from Blue Water Developmental Housing, she is
embarking on a different way to give back to our community, complementing her
extraordinary volunteerism by giving back through a donor advised fund held at the
Community Foundation.

“Everyone should have a home to live in, healthy food, medical care and a good education.
One way I can positively impact those areas locally will be through my new donor advised
fund,” Kathy said.

As a long-time partner, donor and friend of the Foundation, Kathy has seen firsthand how the Women’s Initiative has
impacted the lives of young children and how the Foundation serves as a vessel for a variety of ideas to better our
community and take action to improve local lives. Now she wants to continue her charitable legacy by giving back to
the community in ways that are meaningful to her and over time.

One of the features of a donor advised fund that Kathy appreciates most is her ability to be involved in the selection
and awarding of grant dollars. Donors, like Kathy, are free to give to any charitable cause, local or not, through a donor
advised fund.
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