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(NewsNation Now) — In a 
growing trend, cities and even 
some states are offering 
incentives to get people to move 
in. 

As an example Tulsa, Oklahoma, 
officials are offering $10,000 in 
an innovative program to bolster 
the city’s economy. 

The Northwest Arkansas Council 
is investing more than $1 million 

to attract top talent to the region through its Life Works Here initiative. In the northwest corner of 
Arkansas, the initiative is offering $10,000 to relocate to the region — and that money can come as 
cash or in the original cryptocurrency Bitcoin. 

Bitcoin has grown in both popularity and in value. It is currently valued at around $43,000 per coin. But 
five years ago, the price was less than $500 for one Bitcoin. 

The Northwest Arkansas Council believes this crypto craze will help attract tech professionals and 
entrepreneurs to the region. 

If you are chosen for the Arkansas initiative, not only do you get the Bitcoin, you also get a free bike. 
Perhaps just a coincidence, as The Ledger, a 230,000‐square‐foot entrepreneurial hub accessible only 
by a bicycle, is set to open in the area. 

It’s a trend that technologist Fred Brandon believes will continue to grow as more regions accept this 
new technology. 

“We see so much adoption, you know, in mainstream now. Whether we’re talking about NFTs, we’re 
talking about metaverse, we’re talking about blockchain technology as a whole,” Brandon said. 

Applicants for the programs will face tough competition though. In Tulsa, the exclusive initiative might 
be harder to get into than an Ivy League school, with applicants coming from all over the world. Only 
2% of the 25,000 applicants get the cash for the program. 

Regardless of those numbers, it’s a tactic Brandon says more cities will use in the future, just like 
Arkansas is trying to do. 

READ THE FULL STORY HERE
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The Community Foundation and Michigan Women Forward welcome

Maggie Toole

  November 8, 2021

The Community Foundation and Michigan Women Forward

welcome Maggie Toole

 

Maggie Toole, business
development officer for
Michigan Women Forward.

Michigan Women Forward (MWF) has hired Maggie Toole as a business development
officer who will be responsible for the overall execution of microlending efforts in the
Thumb Coast region. This follows the Community Foundation’s recent $250,000
investment in MWF to be available for local microlending.

“Women entrepreneurs face many barriers including insufficient financial support
and gender bias,” said Alexis Dishman, chief lending officer for MWF. “As a
representative of our organization, Maggie will engage women in this community to
help them get the support and funding they need from our Women’s
Entrepreneurship Initiative.”

Toole will report directly to Dishman, as well as work in conjunction with the
Community Foundation to develop and maintain relationships within the community.

In addition to focused efforts to connect with women entrepreneurs, Toole will also
build relationships with local minority-owned businesses to help them have access
to financial support needed.

Toole, a Port Huron, Michigan resident, brings more than 10 years of business
management to her position at MWF. Before joining the organization, she worked in
office management, financial institution and commercial real estate positions. Toole
studied at St. Clair County Community College in Port Huron.

Toole understands the obstacles entrepreneurs face when starting a business and knows the personal satisfaction of
self-made success. She knows that ultimately the highs of business ownership always outweigh the lows and wants to
help others reach their goals as well.

“Maggie will be instrumental in building technical assistance and loan programs for St. Clair County entrepreneurs,”
said Nicholas DeGrazia, Community Foundation finance and investment committee chair. “We’re excited to work
alongside her to help those without access to traditional funding support their business, and ultimately, grow the local
economy.”

Toole will work with applicants throughout the microloan process customizing the level of assistance needed to each
business. St Clair County based businesses looking to apply or find more information are encouraged to go to the MWF
MicroLoans website at miwf.org/wei/mwf-microloans/ 

MWF was founded in 1986 by 20 extraordinary visionaries who conceived of an organization that would encourage
women to play an active role in philanthropy and governance. MWF is a community development organization whose
mission is to expand economic opportunity, empower the next generation and celebrate and honor the
accomplishments of Michigan women. For more information, visit miwf.org.

Share    
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The Community Foundation of St. Clair County recently gave away funding toThe Community Foundation of St. Clair County recently gave away funding to

local causes through its Thankful Thursdays program, which took place eachlocal causes through its Thankful Thursdays program, which took place each

Thursday in November leading up to Thanksgiving day.Thursday in November leading up to Thanksgiving day.

This year, the foundation had a combination of local families and a group nominateThis year, the foundation had a combination of local families and a group nominate

a cause they cared about to be the recipient of the three surprise grants thea cause they cared about to be the recipient of the three surprise grants the

foundation was giving away.foundation was giving away.

Community Foundation Vice President Jackie Hanton said that ThankfulCommunity Foundation Vice President Jackie Hanton said that Thankful

Thursdays began a few years ago as a “fun way to show thanks to local nonprofitsThursdays began a few years ago as a “fun way to show thanks to local nonprofits

for the work they do.”for the work they do.”

“We did this by engaging the public on Facebook to nominate their favorite local“We did this by engaging the public on Facebook to nominate their favorite local
organization and help us grant the money,” she said. “It’s not something that weorganization and help us grant the money,” she said. “It’s not something that we

have always done, or will always do, but it has been really fun.”have always done, or will always do, but it has been really fun.”
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First Thumb Coast Kitchen is openFirst Thumb Coast Kitchen is open

The Community Foundation of St. Clair County recently gave away funding to local causes through its Thankful 
Thursdays program, which took place each Thursday in November leading up to Thanksgiving day.

This year, the foundation had a combination of local families and a group nominate a cause they cared about to 
be the recipient of the three surprise grants the foundation was giving away.

Community Foundation Vice President Jackie Hanton said that Thankful Thursdays began a few years ago as a 
“fun way to show thanks to local nonprofits for the work they do.”

“We did this by engaging the public on Facebook to nominate their favorite local organization and help us grant 
the money,” she said. “It’s not something that we have always done, or will always do, but it has been really fun.”

This year, the foundation moved away from social media nominations and had community members help grant 
$1,500 each day. Noel Suarez and his family granted to the Iglesia De Dios Pentecostal church in Port Huron, the 
group UNLABEL’d granted to Healing Hearts Home, and the Vinckier family granted to Julie’s Kids in Yale.
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https://www.newsnationnow.com/us-news/mid-south/bentonville-arkansas-tech-free-bitcoin/
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Finding a fix to the ailing parking lot at Riverview Plaza has been on the minds of folks around downtown St. 
Clair for a long time.

So much so that Pat Coughlin, a co-owner of the mall and member of its board, joked in the last week that he 
spilled the beans about the news to reconstruct the lot in 2022 on Facebook.

READ THE FULL STORY HERE

Re�ecting on the MPI giving circle, a

celebration of the region’s diversity

HAROLD POWELL | THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2021

The Minority Philanthropy Initiative had its inaugural giving circle event on Thursday, Oct. 28,
at the Blue Water Convention Center in Port Huron. The MPI was presented by the
Community Foundation of St. Clair County as a means of celebrating the region’s rich multi-
cultural community and all the while rewarding some of its hard-working nonpro�t
organizations. Three nonpro�t organizations walked away winners, receiving a total of
$12,000 in grants. 
 
Eat, drink, and be merry 
 
The MPI event hosted a diverse array of caterers and vendors to keep the guests with full
bellies and high spirits. Three caterers provided their unique styles and cultural �avors. 
 
Chef Chris Catering of Port Huron provided a delicious six-cheese lobster mac, seared
ribeye paired with asparagus and red skin mashed potatoes, and a maple-glazed salmon
paired with a sweet potato puree. Phulkari Punjabi Kitchen, located in Madison Heights,
made an appearance at the event, serving up their spicy Indian cuisine. And Bangkok Star,
also of Port Huron, brought their Thai cuisine to round out the menu. The food from all three
was exceptional. 
 
Port Huron’s Daylicious Drinks & Treats and Southside Sweets provided the dessert.
Daylicious, owned and operated by Daysha Woodley, kitchen coordinator for the new Thumb
Coast Kitchens program, is a small business specializing in adult beverages, pastries, and
cakes. Southside Sweets, which specializes in homemade cookies, cakes, and cupcakes,
had their unique and absolutely divine sugar cookies on display for those wanting that
fresh-out-of-grandma's-oven �avor. Southside Sweets is no stranger to events hosted by the
Community Foundation, and their cookies are often seen sporting the logos of local sports
teams or organizations. For this event, the cookies displayed the MPI logo with an edible
frosting. 

Bellies were full, spirits were high, and $12,000 was awarded to local nonprofits at the first Minority
Philanthropy Initiative giving circle event, writes community correspondent Harold Powell.

Photo: Community Foundation of St. Clair County

READ THE FULL STORY HERE

https://www.thetimesherald.com/story/news/2021/12/30/riverview-plaza-parking-lot-st-clair-slated-major-reconstruction/9043073002/
https://www.thetimesherald.com/story/news/2021/12/30/riverview-plaza-parking-lot-st-clair-slated-major-reconstruction/9043073002/
https://www.secondwavemedia.com/the-keel/features/MPI-2021.aspx
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Wyatt Walker Friendship Fund Helps Enrich the Lives of Local Youth | WGRT

Wyatt Walker Friendship Fund Helps Enrich the
Lives of Local Youth

December 16, 2021

The Wyatt Walker Friendship Fund is enriching the lives of young people throughout the area. Recent 
donations to both Port Huron Northern High School and Discovery City at Port Huron Museums’ Carnegie 
Center are continuing the legacy of the late Wyatt Walker.

Gayle Walker said that she and her husband, Mark, truly believe that programs involving young people are the 
best investment of their time and money. The Wyatt Walker Friendship Fund was started in 1999 to honor the 
memory of the Walkers’ son, Wyatt. Walker said that the projects they fund are things that Wyatt would have 
loved. 

Through the Community Foundation of St. Clair County, the Fund awarded grants to enrichment programs at 
Port Huron Northern High School this year. There was money left over and they decided to gift it to the 
Museums to help pay for Wednesday Mornings with Miss Michelle at Discovery City.

Mrs. Walker said that the fund looks for things that “build kindness, doing for others, and reaching out and 
helping”. 

https://www.phmuseum.org/discovery-city-childrens-exhibit/

https://www.stclairfoundation.org/wyatt-walker-friendship-fund-grants/                   
Reporting for WGRT – Jennie McClelland
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Connecting donors with causes they care about

  December 28, 2021

Connecting donors with causes they care about

 

Bonnie
Blomquist

Back to School backpack program

Through the Community Foundation, members of the community can connect with philanthropic causes they’re
passionate about. The Challenger Learning Center, opening this spring at St. Clair County Community College (SC4), is
just one example.

Recently, Harlan Blomquist made a heartfelt donation to the Challenger Learning Center using the
memorial donations received for his beloved late wife, Bonnie.

Harlan had the opportunity to take a tour of the Challenger Learning Center space and hear the
plans for the coming year when it opens to the public. He recommended that the memorial gifts
received in Bonnie’s memory be used to support the Challenger Learning Center because Bonnie
would have loved this opportunity for the community.

“The Community Foundation has been honored to receive hundreds of gifts in memory of someone
beloved and special. These gifts help to keep memories alive and give back to our community at the
same time,” said Community Foundation Vice President, Jackie Hanton.

Over the years, Bonnie and Harlan Blomquist supported several programs and initiatives throughout
the Thumb Coast region. Before Bonnie passed away in 2018, the couple was actively engaged in supporting the
operations of the Community Foundation, the St. Clair County Library System Fund, the former Back to School
backpack program, SC4 Foundation, the Blue Water River Walk Endowment, and the Women’s Initiative, of which
Bonnie was a founding member.

“Our donor relations team truly enjoys having
conversations with donors like Harlan about where
they want to make an impact or what causes they
care about most because our work is connecting
them with opportunities not only within the
Community Foundation but in our community as
well,” Hanton said.

Additional community support for the Challenger
Learning Center at SC4 through the Community
Foundation has come in the form of grants and from
the Big Give this past summer. The Challenger
Learning Center project was able to raise $12,068
from donors and event prizes at the Big Give in June.
In addition, the SC4 Foundation awarded $25,000 to
support the project.  

Giving Center Grants Scholarships Key Programs
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The Community Foundation of St. Clair County awarded more than $3.88 million in grants to variousThe Community Foundation of St. Clair County awarded more than $3.88 million in grants to various
organizations and causes in 2021. (Courtesy of Community Foundation of St. Clairorganizations and causes in 2021. (Courtesy of Community Foundation of St. Clair
County/Facebook)County/Facebook)

The Community Foundation of St. Clair County awarded more than $3.88 million in grants toThe Community Foundation of St. Clair County awarded more than $3.88 million in grants to
various organizations and causes in 2021.various organizations and causes in 2021.
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The Community Foundation of St. Clair County awarded more than $3.88 million in grants toThe Community Foundation of St. Clair County awarded more than $3.88 million in grants to
various organizations and causes in 2021.various organizations and causes in 2021.

The foundation’s top priority of discretionary dollars was community and economic growth andThe foundation’s top priority of discretionary dollars was community and economic growth and
prosperity, a recent release found on the Community Foundation’s website states. Over 40% ofprosperity, a recent release found on the Community Foundation’s website states. Over 40% of
grants, or $1.55 million, went toward projects that will “build a vibrant community forgrants, or $1.55 million, went toward projects that will “build a vibrant community for
generations to come,” such as the marina and Bridge to Bay Trail in Marine City.generations to come,” such as the marina and Bridge to Bay Trail in Marine City.

“Connected trailways and waterfront utilization have been a priority of ours these past few“Connected trailways and waterfront utilization have been a priority of ours these past few
years,” Grants Committee Chairman Judge John Tomlinson said in the release. “Places likeyears,” Grants Committee Chairman Judge John Tomlinson said in the release. “Places like
Port Huron and St. Clair have already received a bit of investment, so when we had a chancePort Huron and St. Clair have already received a bit of investment, so when we had a chance
to support Marine City the same way, we jumped on it.”to support Marine City the same way, we jumped on it.”

Marine City received $45,000 to support the purchase of waterfront property along the BelleMarine City received $45,000 to support the purchase of waterfront property along the Belle
River to create a marina consisting of 600 feet of shoreline, which city officials said willRiver to create a marina consisting of 600 feet of shoreline, which city officials said will
generate more tourist revenue as boaters currently bypass the area because of a lack of slipsgenerate more tourist revenue as boaters currently bypass the area because of a lack of slips
and other amenities travelers can find in neighboring communities.and other amenities travelers can find in neighboring communities.

The city was also offered $10,000 for preliminary engineering costs to explore connecting theThe city was also offered $10,000 for preliminary engineering costs to explore connecting the
existing Bridge to Bay Trail to downtown and the future marina.existing Bridge to Bay Trail to downtown and the future marina.

In addition to community and economic growth and prosperity, almost 18% was spent onIn addition to community and economic growth and prosperity, almost 18% was spent on
college, career and life success, which is another priority area, the release states. More thancollege, career and life success, which is another priority area, the release states. More than
$687,000 was awarded for traditional scholarships, three Come Home Awards and to$687,000 was awarded for traditional scholarships, three Come Home Awards and to
programs such as student-athlete tutoring through the Athletic Factory.programs such as student-athlete tutoring through the Athletic Factory.

“This past year, the Athletic Factory was able to help 95 students improve their grades thanks“This past year, the Athletic Factory was able to help 95 students improve their grades thanks
to $40,000 in grants,” the release states. “The organization also received another $15,000 forto $40,000 in grants,” the release states. “The organization also received another $15,000 for
summer sports programming and SAT prep.”summer sports programming and SAT prep.”

2021 also saw the return of the Big Give on June 9, which allowed the Athletic Factory and 742021 also saw the return of the Big Give on June 9, which allowed the Athletic Factory and 74
other local nonprofits to participate in a day of giving. The last event took place in 2018.other local nonprofits to participate in a day of giving. The last event took place in 2018.

“We know that where giving thrives, communities thrive, too,” Tomlinson said. “Which is why“We know that where giving thrives, communities thrive, too,” Tomlinson said. “Which is why
the Community Foundation and its grantmaking committees are proud to champion an eventthe Community Foundation and its grantmaking committees are proud to champion an event
like the Big Give.”like the Big Give.”

During the Big Give, organizations with focus areas ranging from basic needs to education,During the Big Give, organizations with focus areas ranging from basic needs to education,
arts to youth development, raised more than $700,000 in 24 hours, including more thanarts to youth development, raised more than $700,000 in 24 hours, including more than
$286,000 in grants from the bonus pool, prizes and other gifts from donor advised funds.$286,000 in grants from the bonus pool, prizes and other gifts from donor advised funds.

Other grant highlights include almost 13%, or $499,000, in basic needs funding, such asOther grant highlights include almost 13%, or $499,000, in basic needs funding, such as
$5,000 to support the Yale Community Food Bank and $3,000 for Julie’s Kids, which helps$5,000 to support the Yale Community Food Bank and $3,000 for Julie’s Kids, which helps
students at Yale Community Schools.students at Yale Community Schools.

Another 6%, or $269,000, in grants supported arts and culture, including $5,000 for the MakingAnother 6%, or $269,000, in grants supported arts and culture, including $5,000 for the Making
Muralists project, which transformed the Military Street tunnel along the Blue Water River Walk.Muralists project, which transformed the Military Street tunnel along the Blue Water River Walk.

READ THE FULL STORY HERE

https://www.stclairfoundation.org/connecting-donors-with-causes-they-care-about/
https://wgrt.com/wyatt-walker-friendship-fund-helps-enrich-the-lives-of-local-youth/
https://www.voicenews.com/2022/01/31/community-foundation-of-st-clair-county-awards-3-88m-in-grants-in-2021/
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DuPont Family Generosity Helps Yale High School  
Enhance Several Programs 
Yale High School (YHS) is reaping the benefits of a donor 
designated charitable fund thanks to the generosity of 
Kent DuPont and the Kent George DuPont Family 
Heritage Fund created in 2020. 

“I have sincere gratefulness for everything the DuPont 
family is doing. The generous annual grants from their 
charitable fund have allowed us to engage more students 
in activities that they are interested in while providing 
them with the skills they need for their future,” said Brad 
Dykstra, YHS principal. 

When planning the charitable fund that would benefit an area where DuPont family ties are deep, no 
one imagined the impact that it would have within its first year. The Drama Club came back after an 
11-year hiatus, 30 students were able to experience Art Prize, and the book club, marching band 
and robotics team all received support from the Kent George DuPont Family Heritage Fund.  

Education has always been an important value to the DuPont family and it is a value nurtured in 
previous generations of their family who were residents of the Yale and Old Brockway areas. 
Generations of the family have proven experiences that education and horizon-broadening 
experiences, like those found in extracurricular activities, are keys to a successful life for the whole 
family. 

In the first round of grants distributed to the high school, 
Art Club was able to request funds to help support a field 
trip to Art Prize with 30 students attending the world-
renowned competition hosted in Grand Rapids. Then 
Book Club received support for the novels on their 
reading list and the marching band received a grant to 
make equipment enhancements. 

Perhaps one of the most impactful grants this past year 
was the support of Drama Club. A $7,000 grant brought 
Drama Club back to YHS. “We have not had a play here 
since 2010 and are excited to provide this opportunity for 

our students and community,” Dykstra shared. 

The grant allowed Drama Club to begin again and purchase the necessary equipment and supplies 
to put on a top-notch program. Given that most of the equipment had been dormant for the last 
decade, the grant allowed for replacement equipment and/or repairs as well. The first production will 
be “You Can’t Take It With You” and it will premiere on March 5. 

Yale High School (YHS) is reaping the benefits of a donor designated charitable fund thanks to the generosity of 
Kent DuPont and the Kent George DuPont Family Heritage Fund created in 2020.

“I have sincere gratefulness for everything the DuPont family is doing. The generous annual grants from their 
charitable fund have allowed us to engage more students in activities that they are interested in while providing 
them with the skills they need for their future,” said Brad Dykstra, YHS principal.

When planning the charitable fund that would benefit an area where DuPont family ties are deep, no one imag-
ined the impact that it would have within its first year. The Drama Club came back after an 11-year hiatus, 30 
students were able to experience Art Prize, and the book club, marching band and robotics team all received 
support from the Kent George DuPont Family Heritage Fund.

The Knowlton Museum expands

hours, �nds new artifacts to display

MJ GALBRAITH | THURSDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2021

What’s happening: The Knowlton Museum, a uniquely St. Clair County experience, has
extended its hours of operation. The museum is now open Tuesday through Saturday,
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

“So many things here are one of a kind,” says Emily Reitzel, one of two inventory project co-leads at the museum.
All photos courtesy of the Community Foundation of St. Clair County
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Former Sheriff Tim Donnellon launches a new law enforcement fund

  December 10, 2021

Former Sheriff Tim Donnellon launches a new law enforcement

fund

 

Former St. Clair County
Sheriff Tim Donnellon

The Community Foundation is pleased to announce the creation of a new
endowment fund by former Sheriff Tim Donnellon that will assist the local law
enforcement community both now and in the future.

“The people that supported me throughout my career, I want them to be able to be
satisfied when they see this fund and know that excess funds from that campaign
check they wrote years ago is going to a great cause,” Donnellon said. “The fund
will help lower the financial burden of the police academy and could support
special programs for the current and future law enforcement community. I couldn’t
be more excited to see folks take advantage of this funding in the future,”
Donnellon said.

For nearly 33 years, former St. Clair County Sheriff Tim Donnellon worked in various
law enforcement roles across the county. He served as Sheriff for 12 years before
retiring in 2020 and contributed the remainder of the funds in his re-election
account to establish the Sheriff Donnellon Law Enforcement Fund earlier this year.

The law enforcement fund will support individuals attending the police academy or
college students with a criminal justice major who intend to become a law
enforcement officer. The fund will also support special programs and projects for
current, future or past members of local law enforcement.

Harold Burns, who worked as treasurer during Sheriff Donnellon’s campaign and is a former board member of the
Community Foundation, says Tim was dedicated to serving the people and law enforcement community across St.
Clair County throughout his career.

“Many community members over the years supported Tim and his efforts as former Sheriff of St. Clair County and
through that support, he was able to create the new law enforcement fund at the Community Foundation,” Burns said.
“Tim has always put the community first and, even after retiring, is still front and center looking for ways to support the
law enforcement community and the residents of St. Clair County.”

The Sheriff Donnellon Law Enforcement Fund is an endowed fund at the Community Foundation meaning the principal
amount of the fund is restricted and is intended to last forever. The fund will provide long-term annual support for local
law enforcement through grants and scholarships.

To support or learn about other funds such as the Sheriff Donnellon Law Enforcement Fund, visit
stclairfoundation.org/funds.

Share    

Giving Center Grants Scholarships Key Programs
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READ THE FULL STORY HERE

What’s happening: The Knowlton Museum, a uniquely St. Clair County experience, has extended its hours of 
operation. The museum is now open Tuesday through Saturday, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

What it is: The Knowlton Museum, also known as 
Knowlton’s Ice Museum of North America, claims to have 
one of the largest — if not the largest — collections of 
ice-making tools and implements in the country. Their 
inventory of 19th and early 20th century ice equipment is 
estimated to number upwards of 10,000 unique items, its 
original founders traveling the country to bring the artifacts 
back to the 10,000 sq. ft. museum in Port Huron.

READ THE FULL STORY HERE

https://www.stclairfoundation.org/former-sheriff-tim-donnellon-launches-a-new-law-enforcement-fund/
https://www.secondwavemedia.com/the-keel/devnews/Knowlton-museum-hours.aspx
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Scholarship recipient Robb Miller, overcoming obstacles and giving back

  January 20, 2022

Scholarship recipient Robb Miller, overcoming obstacles and giving

back

 

Teresa Seely, Robb Miller and Kevin Totty with students at Indian
Woods for MLK Day presentation

BWCAN College Adviser Brandon Wardlow with

On Monday, Community Foundation scholarship recipient Robb Miller celebrated Martin Luther King Jr. Day reading to
students at Indian Woods Elementary School and helping to share King’s message of hope, persistence and the power
of community.

It was a message that hit close to home for the
former Big Red, as he knows firsthand the power of
a positive attitude and having someone who
cares.  Miller is currently a freshman at Oakland
University, thanks to scholarships from the
Community Foundation’s James Wilhelm Memorial
Scholarship and Little Brothers, Little Sisters
Scholarship Funds, as well as scholarships from
Oakland. Scholarships that he said he never would
have even considered applying for if it weren’t for
Port Huron High School College Adviser Brandon
Wardlow.

“I would not be where I am now if it weren’t for him,”
Miller said. “I wasn’t going to go to college. I figured
I’m about to be somebody just stuck in Port Huron
for life.”

Miller came to Port Huron from Chicago when he
was five. It was a move his family made to provide
a safer environment for him and his older sister.

“I lived on the south side of Chicago, it wasn’t a good place for us to be, a lot of bad things happening” Miller said. It was
also where his uncle was murdered when he was just a toddler.

He transferred to Woodrow Wilson Elementary, into Mrs. Seely’s kindergarten class. He went on to finish at Woodrow and
then attended Central Middle School where he ran into problems with some classmates that got him into trouble.

After getting expelled in 8th grade, and having to complete
alternative classes in order for the school district to even consider
allowing him to come back for high school, he was only two months
into his freshman year at PHHS when his mother passed away
unexpectedly.

“My life changed as I knew it,” said Miller. “I became responsible for
things I used to take for granted, at such an early age.” 

Shortly after his mother’s death he moved in with his grandmother.
She helped him to recover stolen funds from his mother’s death
benefits and stay focused on his responsibilities. “My granny and my
mom taught me to keep pushing forward no matter what,” said
Miller. “They would always be like if there’s a way around it, we’re
going to find it.”

And so he did. He struggled in some of his high school classes and
had to take online classes along the way to complete his credits.
Determined to succeed, Miller worked hard and improved each year
until graduation, earning a 4.2 GPA his senior year, even with two AP
classes and while lettering in football and track.

But despite his hard work, he didn’t think he could go to college. “I
figured there was no way I was getting into college. But Brandon kept
on me. He kept telling me to apply anyway… ‘just trust me’ he would
say. So I did. And then I got accepted to four schools! I couldn’t

Giving Center Grants Scholarships Key Programs
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READ THE FULL STORY HERE

Future St. Clair County Community College students will benefit from a new 
endowment fund held at the Community Foundation thanks to a gift from Robert 
G. Sargent, Ph.D., an SC4 alumnus and professor emeritus at Syracuse University, 
to provide two scholarships each year to students who plan to pursue a bachelor’s 
degree in engineering.

“I attended SC4 in 1954 through 56 when it was Port Huron Junior College,” 
Sargent said. “I came from a working-class family and didn’t have any money to 
pursue an education at a university. I had decided to obtain a bachelor’s degree in 
electrical engineering because I enjoyed math and science in high school and had 
received several awards for my electrical projects in 4-H. Port Huron Junior College provided the opportunity I needed to 
get an outstanding education for the first two years of pursuing my engineering degree.”

Sargent is now known as a world-renowned pioneer and authority in simulation work, receiving many career awards and 
presenting at lectures in the United States and around the world.

Robert G. Sargent, Ph.D.

READ THE FULL STORY HERE

Thumb Coast Kitchens opens to the

public: ‘An integral part of the

entrepreneurial ecosystem’

HAROLD POWELL | THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2021

The Blue Water community recently gained a new resource. Thumb Coast Kitchens, a
burgeoning network of commercially-licensed kitchens available to rent by emerging
food entrepreneurs, has opened its rst location at Grace Episcopal Church in Port
Huron. 

“I’m really excited about the opening of the kitchen at Grace Episcopal Church. It opens doors for many new business owners as well
th h tl i t bli h d b i ” kit h di t D h W dl

Photo: Facebook
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Foundation Insights: What is a team?

  December 13, 2021

Foundation Insights: What is a team?

 

Randy Maiers,
President & CEO

Kanchan Wankhede,
Small Business
Consultant

I’ve been in the field of philanthropy long enough to have a healthy appreciation for the
unexpected, and I try to keep an open mind, but I have to tell you, I never expected or
anticipated the day where we would have a “community kitchen manager” or a “director of
storytelling” on our team. My how times change, and I couldn’t be more excited.

At a recent Community Foundation board meeting during a good round of generative
discussion, one of our board members posed this question: “What did we start doing during
COVID that we want to keep as we move forward?” First, I love that question because it’s truly
open-ended and forces our board to continually evaluate and assess what we do and why we
do it. 

Secondly, it did lead us to think back about the changes and quick
reactions we made during the peak of COVID so that we kept
moving forward and lived up to the expectations that our
community has of us. What our crisis response plan led us to is a

broader definition of “our team” or our family here at the Community Foundation. Our team
is no longer just full-time paid staff that have old-school titles and responsibilities. Early last
year our team makeup changed when we added Kanchan Wankhede and Shannon
Schwabe as our small business consultants. And yes, that was a first!

Now, our team has transformed and grown again. Daysha Woodley is our consultant for the
launch of our new Thumb Coast Kitchen program, which will feature a network of licensed,
commercial kitchens that can be rented by the hour. With the help of a local donor, our
board also purchased a closed restaurant in Port Huron, the Atrium Café, which will be the home base for our Thumb
Coast Kitchen program providing a valuable resource for local food entrepreneurs.

Liz Fredendall is our new director of storytelling. Placed-
based philanthropy is about helping our donors do
great things and then telling their stories. Our stories
are big and small and more diverse because the
passions of our donors, and the opportunities in our
region, are growing and evolving every day. 

As the CEO of the Community Foundation, I try to
remember that sometimes the best thing I can do is
simply be open to change and let philanthropy grow as
an organic force. Stay out of the way. Let go of old
assumptions and business models. Let go of power and
control. Let our talented team take shape, thrive and
prosper. This is our team today and I can’t wait to
watch it change.

Watch for new Foundation Insights each month discussing various philanthropic topics.

Giving Center Grants Scholarships Key Programs
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The Blue Water community recently gained a new resource. Thumb Coast Kitchens, a burgeoning network of 
commercially-licensed kitchens available to rent by emerging food entrepreneurs, has opened its first location at 
Grace Episcopal Church in Port Huron.

And with the re-opening of the former Atrium Cafe and Ice Cream Parlor as the Atrium Kitchen coming soon, 
entrepreneurs and small business owners in the food industry will soon have access to commercial kitchen 
storage, cooking appliances, and event space right in downtown Port Huron. 

Thumb Coast Kitchens is a new initiative put together by the 
Community Foundation of St. Clair County and the James C. 
Acheson Foundation. The first of its kind in St. Clair County, 
Thumb Coast Kitchens provides qualified business owners 
with access to commercial-grade kitchen facilities to launch 
and grow their food-based business.

https://www.stclairfoundation.org/scholarship-recipient-robb-miller-overcoming-obstacles-and-giving-back/
https://www.stclairfoundation.org/sc4-foundation-helps-alumnus-robert-g-sargent-ph-d-support-students-pursuing-engineering/
https://www.stclairfoundation.org/foundation-insights-what-is-a-team/
https://www.secondwavemedia.com/the-keel/features/Thumb-coast-kitchens.aspx
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In Memoriam

Lynne Secory
The Community Foundation joins our community in 
mourning the loss of a wonderful local leader, Lynne 
Secory.

Lynne was a trustee at the Community Foundation 
from 1999-2008. She was also a generous supporter of 
the Women’s Initiative as an emerald circle member 
and actively involved in helping shape the new 
priority area of the group back in 2015.

READ THE FULL STORY HERE

We thank our donors, 
friends, partners and 

grantees for helping us make 
bold investments in people 
and place. Together we’re 

building a vibrant and 
prosperous community.

https://www.stclairfoundation.org/2022-memorials/

